Juneteenth is the oldest known celebration
commemorating the ending of slavery in the

United States. Dating back to 186D, it was on
June 19th that the Union soldiers, led by Major
General Gordon Granger, landed at Galves-
ton, Texas with news that the war had ended
and that the enslaved were now free. Note that
this was two and a half years after President
Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation -~ which
had become official J anuary 1, 1863. The
Emancipation Proclamation had little impact
on the Texans due to the minimal number of
Union troops to enforce the new Executive
Order. However, with the surrender of
General Lee in April of 186D, and the arrival
of General Grﬂn&er‘s regiment, the forces were
finally strong enough to influence and

overcome the resistance.

Later attempts to explain this two and a half
year delay in the receipt of this important

news have yielded several versions that have

been handed down through the years. Often
told

is the story of a messenger who was murdered on
his way to Texas with the news of freedom.
Another, is that the news was deliberately
withheld by the enslavers to maintain the labor
force on the plantations. And still another, is that
federal troops actually waited troops actually
waited for the slave owners to reap the benefits
of one last cotton harvest before going to Texas to
enforce the Emancipation Proclamation. All of
which, or neither of these version could be true.
Certainly, for some, President Lincoln's authority
over the rebellious states was in question For
whatever the reasons, conditions in Texas
remained status guo well beyond what was stat-
utory.

The reactions to this profound news ranged from
pure shock to immediate jubilation. Even with
nowhere to go, many felt that leaving the plan-
tation would be their first grasp of freedom.
North was a logical destination and for many it
represented true freedom, while the desire to
reach family members in neighboring states

drove the some into Louisiana, Arkansas and

Oklahoma. Settling into these new areas as free
men and women brought on new realities and the
challenges of establishing a heretofore non-exis~
tent status for black people in America.
Recounting the memories of that great day in
June of 186D and its festivities would serve as
motivation as well as a release from the growing
pressures encountered in their new territory. The
celebration of June 19th was coined "Juneteenth"
and grew with more participation from descen~
dants. The Juneteenth celebration was a time for
reassuring each other, for praying and for gath-
ering remaining {amilg members.

On January 1, 1980, Juneteenth became an
official Texas state holiday through the efforts of
Al Edwards, an African American state  legis~
lator. The successful passage of this bill marked
Juneteenth as the first emancipation celebration
granted official state recognition. Edwards has
since actively sought to spread the observance of
Juneteenth all across America.

Tocldg, Juneteenth is enjoying a phenomenul
growth rate within communities and organi-~
zations throughout the country. All with the
mission to promote and cultivate knowledge
and appreciation of African American history
and culture. Juneteenth today, celebrates
African American freedom and achievement,
while encouraging continuous sel{-develop-
ment and respect for all cultures. As it takes
on a more national, sgmbolic and even 3101)&1
perspective, , the events of 1863 in Texas are
not forgotten.

While Texas remains the sole state to grant
Juneteenth full state holiday status (meaning
government employees have the day off),
forty more states recognize Juneteenth as a
state holiday or state holiday observance.
Today, Juneteenth is celebrated worldwide.
The “Modern Juneteenth Movement” is active
in campaigning and petitioning legislature to
sanction Juneteenth the national holiday dis~
tinction. The future of Juneteenth looks bright
as the awareness and community enthusiasm

continues to grow.
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I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States of America, and Command-
er-in-Chief of the Army and Navy thereof, do hereby proclaim and declare that
hereafter, as heretofore, the war will be prosecuted for the object of practically
restoring the constitutional relation between the United States, and each of the
States, and the people thereof, in which States that relation is, or may be, sus-
pended or disturbed.

That it is my purpose, upon the next meeting of Congress to again recommend
the adoption of a practical measure tendering pecuniary aid to the free accep-
tance or rejection of all slave States, so called, the people whereof may not
then be in rebellion against the United States and which States may then have
voluntarily adopted, or thereafter may voluntarily adopt, immediate or gradual
abolishment of slavery within their respective limits; and that the effort to
colonize persons of African descent, with their consent, upon this continent, or
elsewhere, with the previously obtained consent of the Governments existing
there, will be continued.

That on the first day of January in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight
hundred and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any State, or desig-
nated part of a State, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the
United States shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free; and the execu-
tive government of the United States, including the military and naval authority
thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons, and will do
no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in any efforts they may
make for their actual freedom.

That the executive will, on the first day of January aforesaid, by proclamation,
designate the States, and part of States, if any, in which the people thereof
respectively, shall then be in rebellion against the United States; and the fact
that any State, or the people thereof shall, on that day be, in good faith repre-
sented in the Congress of the United States, by members chosen thereto, at
elections wherein a majority of the qualified voters of such State shall have
participated, shall, in the absence of strong countervailing testimony, be
deemed conclusive evidence that such State and the people thereof, are not
then in rebellion against the United States.

That attention is hereby called to an Act of Congress entitled "An Act to make
an additional Article of War" approved March 13, 1862, and which act is in the
words and figure following:

"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That hereafter the following shall
be promulgated as an additional article of war for the government of the army
of the United States, and shall be obeyed and observed as such:

"Article-All officers or persons in the military or naval service of the United
States are prohibited from employing any of the forces under their respective
commands for the purpose of returning fugitives from service or labor, who
may have escaped from any persons to whom such service or labor is claimed
to be due, and any officer who shall be found guilty by a court martial of violat-
ing this article shall be dismissed from the service.

"Sec.2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall take effect from and after
its passage.”

Also to the ninth and tenth sections of an act entitled "An Act to suppress
Insurrection, to punish Treason and Rebellion, to seize and confiscate
property of rebels, and for other purposes,” approved July 17, 1862, and
which sections are in the words and figures following:

"Sec.9. And be it further enacted, That all slaves of persons who shall hereaf-

"Sec.9. And be it further enacted, That all slaves of persons who shall hereafter
be engaged in rebellion against the government of the United States, or who shall
in any way give aid or comfort thereto, escaping from such persons and taking
refuge within the lines of the army; and all slaves captured from such persons or
deserted by them and coming under the control of the government of the United
States; and all slaves of such persons found on (or) being within any place
occupied by rebel forces and afterwards occupied by the forces of the United
States, shall be deemed captives of war, and shall be forever free of their servi-
tude and not again held as slaves.

"Sec.10. And be it further enacted, That no slave escaping into any State, Terri-
tory, or the District of Columbia, from any other State, shall be delivered up, or in
any way impeded or hindered of his liberty, except for crime, or some offence
against the laws, unless the person claiming said fugitive shall first make oath
that the person to whom the labor or service of such fugitive is alleged to be due
is his lawful owner, and has not bome arms against the United States in the
present rebellion, nor in any way given aid and comfort thereto; and no person
engaged in the military or naval service of the United States shall, under any
pretence whatever, assume to decide on the validity of the claim of any person to
the service or labor of any other person, or surrender up any such person to the
claimant, on pain of being dismissed from the service."

And | do hereby enjoin upon and order all persons engaged in the military and
naval service of the United States to observe, obey, and enforce, within their
respective spheres of service, the act, and sections above recited.

And the executive will in due time recommend that all citizens of the United States
who shall have remained loyal thereto throughout the rebellion, shall (upon the
restoration of the constitutional relation between the United States, and their
respective States, and people, if that relation shall have been suspended or dis-
turbed) be compensated for all losses by acts of the United States, including the
loss of slaves.

In witness whereof, | have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of the
United States to be affixed.

Done at the City of Washington this twenty-second day of September, in the year

of our Lord, one thousand, eight hundred and sixty-two, and of the Independence
of the United States the eighty seventh.

[ '%r’ r{h-- JM( (:1

By the President

Bt Fteviid

Secretary of State

Section 1 {

v o k -I g
Neither slavery nor involunf?"_y '-servimdﬁi-'exceptg a
punishment for crime.whereof the party shall have bes
duly convicted, shall existwithin the United States, orany

place subject to theirjurisdi%jon. /|
W
.

—

~/

-

N

r = f ‘/
Congress shall have power to enforce this  article by
appropriate legislation. '
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For more information, contact: (559) 402-3494
or email info@thefreedomgroups.org

www.fresnojuneteenth.com






